
A B E R   V A L L E Y   C O M M U N I T Y   C O U N C I L

C Y N G O R   C Y M U N E D   C W M A B E R


MINUTES OF THE ABOVE COUNCIL HELD BY REMOTE VIDEO CONFERENCE, 

ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JANUARY 2021
PRESENT:

Chairperson:

Councillor D. Daniels
Councillors:
D. Berry, L. Binding, T. Richards, M. Stretch, J. Taylor and 
D. Tolley


Clerk:


S. Hughes
The meeting was held remotely in accordance with the Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.  The Regulations make temporary provision in relation to local authority meetings during the Covid-19 pandemic.  Statutory requirements placed on local authorities by existing legislation to admit the public and press in person to certain meetings and to provide facilities to inspect certain documents in person at offices of the authority are relaxed for the duration of the Regulations.

01/2021
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C. Bishop, E. P. Prendergast and J. Roberts.
02/2021
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors and Officers were reminded of their personal responsibility to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests(s) in respect of any item of business on this Agenda in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000, the Council’s Constitution, and the Code of Conduct for both Councillors, Officers and Clerk. 

No declarations of interest were made at the beginning or during the course of the meeting.

03/2021
POLICE MATTERS
C.S.O. Megan Kerswell from Gwent Police attended the meeting and reported on the following matters:

a) The Police force has been directed to enforce those breaking Covid-19 regulations.  They are no longer educating and encouraging – fines are being issued. 
b) A lot of fix penalty notices have been given out throughout the Caerphilly area to people having gatherings in their house, parties, and even people driving to places to walk, which is also not allowed.  Any breaches to the Covid-19 regulations should be reported to the Police.
c) 7 calls have been received, from 18/12/20 until 20/01/21, for Covid-19 breaches in the Aber Valley.
d) Deliberate refuge fires have been set by youths near Windsor place in the woodlands on 3 occasions.  Unfortunately the persons responsible have not been caught or identified.
e) Minimal calls regarding anti-social behaviour has been received.  Reports has been received that youths are hanging around in groups outside the shops on the square.  Although the Police are unable to issue Covid-19 fines to under 18’s, they are able to attend addresses and issue fines to those responsible for the minors. 
f) There is an on-going issue with off-road bikes and quadbikes going up and down the cycle track behind the Rugby Club in Senghenydd.
g) Complaints have been received regarding the parking of vehicles on the zig-zags and double yellows on Senghenydd square.  The Police will be issuing fixed penalty issues to tackle this issue. 
Members reported the following Police matters:

(a) A Member raised a question as to whether there are any exemptions to driving somewhere to exercise if you are a wheelchair users and if you are their carer.  It was highlighted that people with specific health or mobility issues may, however, need to travel from their home in order to be able to exercise.  For example, some wheelchair users may not be able to start to exercise immediately outside their homes for practical access reasons and may need to drive to a suitable flat location, such as a park, for this purpose.  It was confirmed that in these circumstances the journey should be to the nearest convenient accessible location and no long journeys should be undertaken unless absolutely necessary.
04/2021
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10TH DECEMBER 2020
The minutes of the Community Council meeting held on 10th December 2020 were approved as a true record.

05/2021
CLERKS REPORT
(1) Current Financial Situation
(a) Members received the monthly statement of accounts and an update on the current financial situation.  Members discussed and approved the Community Council’s accounts. 
(2)
Income

(a) It was noted that no income has been received.
(3)
Expenditure
(a) Members approved the following expenditure:
(i) UK Laser Supplies – £67.56. 

(ii) Caerphilly County Borough Council – £260.00. 
(iii) Audit Wales – £275.00. 
(iv) Digital Systems UK – £4.40. 
(v) The Society of Local Council Clerks – £130.00. 
(b) Members noted the following expenditure:
(i) Payroll – Month 9. 
(4)
Applications for Financial Assistance
(a) Members considered the following applications for financial assistance and resolved as follows:

(i) Senghenydd RFC Club – no financial assistance awarded. 
(ii) Senghenydd RFC Seniors – no financial assistance awarded.
(iii) Senghenydd RFC Youth – £150.00.
(iv) Senghenydd RFC Ladies – £150.00.
(v) Senghenydd RFC Mini and Juniors – £150.00.
 (5)
Correspondence
Audit for the Year Ended 31st March 2020
Members were informed that BDO, on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales, has completed the audit for Aber Valley Community Council for the year ended 31st March 2020.  The Annual Return was presented to Members.  The Issues Arising Report was also presented to Members and an action plan was discussed to indicate how the issues raised will be addressed.  The Annual Return was approved and accepted by Council.   It was noted that the Annual Return and Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed.  
(6)
A.O.B.
(a) Christmas Lighting – Electricity Contribution 

Members agreed to pay a donation of £50.00 to Cavanna’s on Senghenydd Square as the Community Council’s Christmas lighting attached to their premises is connected to their electricity supply.

(b)    
Internal Auditor 2020/21
Members considered and agreed the appointment of Mr Terry Williams to undertake the internal audit for the financial year ending 31st March 2021.  It was agreed for the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements.


(c) 
Precept 2021/22

Members received and considered a report on the precept estimates for 2021/22 including: 
· Budget 2020/21 

· Expenditure up to 20th January 2021 

· Estimated Expenditure up to 31st March 2021 

· Financial Statement 2020/21 

· Bank Reconciliation – January 2021 

· Proposed Budget for 2021/22 

· Precept Recommendations for 2021/22 

Members were informed that Caerphilly County Borough Council has given notice that the council tax base for the Aber Valley is 2,021.25 Band D equivalent dwellings.  It was highlighted that the Community Council has to provide the Precept figure for 2021/22 by 31st January 2021, in order to expedite the setting of next year’s Council Tax.
Members noted the estimated balance at 31st March 2021.  It was noted that due to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions the Special Projects budget has not been utilised and there is an underspend in other budget areas.  Members were informed that the estimates for 2021/22 is based on the assumption that it will be possible to resume normal activities from April 2021.  It was highlighted that a Special Projects Sub Group will be set up in the new financial year to discuss potential projects for 2021/22.
Members approved the annual estimates for 2021/22 and confirmed the Precept amount of £40,000, giving a Band D equivalent property paying £19.79.  

(7)
Planning Applications

Councillor J. Taylor did not take part in any of the discussions.

(a) 
Case Ref. 20/1021/FULL Site Area: 378m²

Location: 45 Ty'n Y Parc, Abertridwr, Caerphilly, CF83 4ED

Proposal: Convert existing integral garage into new entrance porch & hallway, including alterations to existing front door
(b) 
Case Ref. 20/1061/FULL Site Area: 121m²

Location: 20 Lower Francis Street, Abertridwr, Caerphilly, CF83 4DX

Proposal: Erect first floor rear extension
06/2021
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
There was no report from the Chairperson.
07/2021
MEMBERS MATTERS
Members reported on the following matters:
(a) 
Cars parking around the Cenotaph area in Senghenydd, making it very difficult for the buses to pass.  Members asked the Clerk to contact Caerphilly County Borough Council to request attendance from Enforcement Officers.
08/2021
DATE OF THE NEXT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th February 2021 by remote video conference.


The meeting closed at 8.00 pm
Signed:  ___________________________________________

Chairperson

Aber Valley Community Council
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